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^  WORLD  CATTLE  NDlfflERS  IN  1946  AND  1947 


World,  cattle  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1947  were  estimted  a-t  about  716 
million  head,  an  increase  of  3.5  million  over  a  year  earlier.    Present  numbers 
are  more  than  6  million  head  or  about  1  percent  above  the  1931-40  average.  l)e- 
creases  nahich  were  reported  in  all  the  North  American  countries ^  Australia,  and 
the  Soviet  Union  were  more  than  offset  by  increases  in  Asia,  Europe,  South 
America,  an^  Africa. 

Many  of  the  war-devastated  and  drought- stricken  countries  in  1946  made  a 
moderate  recovery  in  cattle  numbers  because  of  a  more  favorable  feed  situation 
and  increased  breedings  during  the  last  year  and  a  half.    In  other  countries, 
particularly  where  decreases  occurred,  uncertainty  of  cattle  prices,  inadequate 
domestic  or  imported  feed  supplies,  and  the  need  for  expanding  food-grain  produc- 
tion for  human  consumption  in  lieu  of  feed  grains  materially  affected  farmers' 
plans  to  increase  breedings  and  generally  retarded  cattle  raising. 

CATTLE:    Estimated  world  numbers,  by  continents, 
averages  1931-35  and  1936-40,  annual  1944-46 
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Present  cattle  numbers  in  North  and  South  America,  Africa,  and  Oceania  are, 
for  the  most  part,  considerably  above  the  1931-»40  average,  largely  as  a  result 
of  greater  demand  for  beef  and  dairy  products  and  a  favorable  price  relationship 
between  cattle  and  feed  during  the  wartime  period.    This  position  is  still  being 
maintained  because  of  the  large  demand  on  the  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  other 
importing  countries  as  well  as  in  many  of  the  producing  countries. 

In  Europe,  Asia,  and  the  Soviet  Union,  cattle  numbers  are  considerably  below 
prewar  levels  because  of  wartime  losses,  droughts  and  for  other  reasons.    It  is 
in  this  group  of  countries,  however,  that  the  greatest  increase  in  cattle  numbers 
can  be  looked  for  in  the  next  several  years.    Restoration  of  cattle  numbers  in 
these  countries  is  dependent  on  ecojiomic  and  political  situations  prevailing 
within  the  coimtries,  the  availability  of  domestic  and  import  feeds,  and  suf- 
ficiency of  breeding  stock. 
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In  continental  Europe,  particularly  in  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  and 
the  Balkan  countries,  currency  depreciation  is  a  factor  of  seme  signifi- 
cance to  the  cattle  industry.    Farmers  recall  that  currency  after  World  War 

1  in  many  instances  was  more  or  less  valueless  and  they  are  nov  reluctant 

to  dispose  of  cattle  for  greatly  red.uced  currency.    As  a  result,  farmers  de- 
sire to  hold  cattle  as  an  investment  in  preference  to  selling  them  and 
accumulating  currency  of  lov  value. 

At  the  "beginning  of  ISk'J ,  cattle  numhers  on  farms  in  the  United  States 
vere  estimated  at  8l  million  head,  a  decline  of  Ic^^-  million  or  approximately 

2  percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  5  percent  belov  the  all-time  high  of.  (85.6 
million)  January  1,  19^5-    Most  of  the  decrease  in  m^bers  occurred  in  steers, 
dairy  heifera,  and  millc  cows.    On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  heifer  calves 
saved  for  milk  cows  increased,  while  beef  heifers  and  beef  cows  continued  at 

a  high  level.    The  cattle  and  feed-grain  relationship  in  19^7  is  niore  favor- 
able then  last  year  because  feed-grain  supplies  on  farms  January  1  vere  10 
percent  highei^  and  cattle  on  farms  as  of  the  same  date  vere  2  percent  lower 
than  in  lokS. 

In  Canada,  cattle  numbers  on  farms,  according  to  the  December  1,  19^6^ 
survey,  totaled  9.7  million  head,  compared  with  slightly  more  than  9.9  mil- 
lion on  December  1,  19^5.    This  was  a  reduction  of  slightly  more  than  2 
percent  from  a  year  earlier,  continuing  the  do-^Ti^^^ard  trend  started  in  19^5- 
Milk  covs  showed  a  decline  from  the  previ©us  year,  principally  because  a 
considerable  number  of  low  producers  had  been  culled  out.    Of  the  total,  3.9 
million  were  milk  covs.    The  marketing  of  low-gi*ade  cattle  is  being  empha- 
sized in  order  to  reduce  cattle  numbers.    Numbers  at  the  present  time  are 
about  2-I/2  million  head  higher  than  prewar.    There  is  some  concern  about 
market  outlet  after  Canadian -United  Kir.gdom  agreement  expires. 

Cuban  cattle  numbers  in  1914-6  continued  the  downward  trend  started  in 
19^2,    Present  numbers  are  estimated  to  be  5  percent  below  the  19^5  census 
figure  of  k  million  head.    Stiorig  domestic  demand  for  beef  and  high  prices 
have  induced  cattle  owners  to  raduce  herd  numbers  without  very  much  atten- 
tion being  given  to  maintenance  or  expansion  of  herds «    The  condition  and 
weight  of  Cuban  cattle  are  tho  best  in  sevsral  yocirs  because  of  unusually 
good  pastures.    As  a  result,  marketings  in  3.946  wore  heavier  than  in  19^5. 

IMtil  last  fall,  cattle  numbers  in  Mexico  were  believed  to  have  been 
maintained  near  the  1941^-  level  of  12  million  head.    The  outbreak  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease,  during  the  Icotter  part  of  December  19^6,  however,  can 
be  expected  to  reduce  numbers  In  V^kj  and  to  affoct  cattle  numbers  for  sev- 
eral years.    The  ULiited  States.  Is  actively  colle.b orating  with  Mexico  in  the 
control  and  eradication  of  the  diaeaso. 

Despite  shortage  and  rationing  of  feed,  cattle  numbers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  of  last  June,  totalled  approximately  9,6  million  head,  or  3^^000 
head  more  than  a  year  provloue.    Numbers  increased  primarily  because  of  the 
emphasis  placed  upon  milk  production  f©r  fluid  consumption.    Livestock  data 
indicate  that  ccr.v;j  and  heifsrFj  constitute  about  k6  percent  of  the  total  cat- 
tle numbers.    Dui-ing  June  19^15  to  June  19^.  however,  dairy  heifers  with 
calf  for  the  first  time  showed  an  increase  of  86,000  head  over  the  previous 


-  3  - 


June,  v/hile  ether  cattle  2  years  er  older  and  those  under  2  years  showed  a 
large  decrease.  Slaughter  of  cattle  in  August,  September,  and  October  was 
abnormally  large  because  of  reduced  feed  supplies,  the  present  tine, 

feed  inports  for  the  first  few  ...onths  of  1947  are  below  a  year  ago. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Eire  for  lune  194G  are  estimated  at  4.1  million  head, 
compared  -with  4.2  millicn  in  1945,  and  were  well  above  the  average.  This 
yearns  decline  apparently  occurred  in  the  one-year-old  class,  owing  to 
slaughtering  of  calves.     During  the  first  9  m.onths  of  1946,  nearly  300,000 
head  of  live  cattle  were  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  Denmark  cattle  numoers  as  of  December  1945  had  almost  reached  the 
1931-40'  average,  but  uncertain  m^irket  prospects,  labor  difficulties,  and 
inadequato  protein  feed  led  to  scrie  decline  in  n^ombe^s  by  the  end  of  1946. 
The  n"ai:iber  of  cows  and  heifers  showed  little  change  during  the  year,  the 
decline  being  confined  mostly  to  yearling  heifers  and  calves  under  1  year. 
Dairy  cov/s  and  heifers  represent  about  tvvo-thirds  of  the  total  cattle  pop- 
ulation. 

Cattle  nurabers  in  Norway  Tune  1946  showed  a  small  decrease  from,  the 
preceding  year.    Hilk-cov/  n-UL;ibers  constitute  about  55  percent  of  the  total, 
A  heavy  riovement  of  cattle  during  the  slaughter  season  was  due  to  price 
regulations  and  shortage  of  feed.     Restoration  of  cattle  num.bers  to  the  1338 
level  of  about  1.4  Liillion  head  is  expected  during  the  next  2  years.  Any 
increase,  however,  is  dependent  on  the  importation  of  feed  grains  and  protein 
concentrates.     Despite  the  fact  that  a  shortage  of  feed  exists  and  feed  ra- 
tioning ccntinuc;S,  cattle  nmibers  in  Sweden  increased  slightly  in  1946. 
Some  increase  occurred  in  cow  and  young  cattle  numbers  during  the  year. 
It  is  also  reported  that  co'w  nu]2-l)ers  are  expected  to  rise  and  to  reach  pre- 
war level  in  1947. 

Notwithstanding  shortage  and  rationing  of  feed  supplies,  cattle  nuiubers 
in  Belgium  during  1946  increased  more  than  100,000  head  over  the  preceding 
year  and  are  nov/  aliuost  94  percent  of  the  1931-40  avera.^ie.     All  classes  of 
cattle,  except  oxen  and  cov/s ,  are  reported  to  have  increased  during  the  year. 
Cattle  n^juhbers  in  the  Netherlands ,  according  to  the  1946  I.Iay  census,  shcvVL^d  an 
increase  of  about  133,000  head  over  a  year  earlier,  but  are  still  about  12 
percent  belov/  the  1931-40  average.     Because  of  the  possibility  of  an  ^onfa- 
vorable  v/inter  feed  position,  less  desirable  young  cattle  and  old  cows  were 
slaughtered  during  the  latter  part  of  1946.    Deiry  cows  and  young  cattle  are 
61  and  92  percent,  respectively,  of  prewar,  • 

A  vastly  im.proved  forage  and  pasture  situation  in  France    during  1945 
brought  cattle  nrumbers  to  almost  15.1  million  head,  or  only  about  half  a  m.il- 
lion  head  below  1933.     As  a  result  of  concentrated  effort  to  restore  and  re- 
habilitate the  livestock  industry,  cattle  nu_m.be  -s  are  now  nearly  up  to  pre- 
war, although  nroportionately  high  in  young  stock  not  in  full  production. 
Concentrated  T^rotein  feeds,  hovvovc-.r,  are  in  short  supply,  and  in  keeping  with 
prevv^ar  nractic-^s,  imxpcrts  will  be  needed  for  the  optimum  production. 


Cattle  numbers  in  Switzerland,  according  to  the  census  of  April  1946, 
showed  a  small  increase  over  1945,  but  ivere  still  11  purcunt  below  the  1931-40 
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average.    Milk  cow  numlDers  increased  because  of  a  slightly  improved  position 
in  the  importation  of  feedstuff s  in  19^5.    In  19^6,  limited  imports  and 
low  domestic  yields  led  to  restricted  feeding  over  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  but  as  feed  imports  increased  raticniiig  vae  abollsbad.  Available 
feeds  were  being  utilized  mainly  for  milk  production- and  building  up  of 
herds  rather  than  for  production  of  beef  and  veal. 

In  Spain,  cattle  numbers  are  reported  to  have  declined  about  3  percent  * 
from  the  19^5  level  and  are  now  about  90  percent  of  the  pre -Civil  War  level. 
Although  pasture  lands  were  improved  in  19^6  and  feed  grains  were  more  plenti-  * 
ful,  the  available  feed  did  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  reduced  cattle 
numbers.    Aside  from  cattle-feed  requirements,  large  quantities  of  feed  were 
required  for  a  considerable  number  of  work  animals.    Barring  adverse  con- 
ditions, some  observers  anticipate  that  cattle  will  reach  their  normal  level 
in  19^8.    Cattle  numbers  in  Portugal  appear  to  have  been  reduced  about  10 
to  20  percent  from  the  19^0  level  because  of  serious  losses  which  occurred, 
owing  to  a  series  of  drought  years. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Germany  for  the  prewar  area  at  the  beginning  of  19^6 
were  estimated  at  about  60  percent  of  the  1931-^0  average.    It  is  indicated 
that  preliminary  19^6-1+7  plans  call  for  a  reduction  of  cattle  numbers  in  the 
United  States  zone,  maintenance  of  present  levels  in  the  British  area  and 
increases  in  the  French  and  Soviet  zones.    These  adjustments,  for  the  most 
part,  are  believed  to  take  into  account  the  relationship  of  cattle  numbers 
to  available  feed,  fodder  crops,  and  grassland  area,  in  line  with  the  neces- 
sity for  production  of  food  crops  for  human  consumption,.  . 

Poland  appears  to  have  made  considerable  recovery  in  cattle  numbers 
during  19^6.    It  has  been  indicated  that  cattle  numbers  are  now  more  than 
three -fourths  of  prewar.    Of  this  number,  milk  cows  probably  make  up  nearly 
half.    Slaughter  rates  for  cattle  were  reduced  by  Government  regulation  as 
a  measure  taken  to  rebuild  herds.    Cattle  numbers  in  the  acquired  areas  are 
believed  to  be  only  about  half  cf  prcwgr  nuirb€:rs, 

Czechoslovakian  cattle  numbers  January  1,  19^7,  were  estimated  to  be 
about  k,6  million  head,  but  somewhat  below  the  record  high  number  of  1938. 
Official  Czechoslovakian  policy  has  been  directed  toward  rapid  restoration 
of  livestock  numbers  and  prices  offered  encouraged  an  increase  in  cattle 
numbers.    The  recovery  in  cattle  numbers  from  moderate  wartime  losses,  was 
also  accelerated  by  prohibition  of  the  slaughter  of  calves  and  young  ani- 
mals.   While  a  general  shortage  of  feed  existed  because  of  greatly  reduced 
imports  of  feed  grains  and  oil  cakes,  large  quantities  of  domestic  cereals 
are  being  fed.    The  cattle  trend  is  expected  to  continue  upward  in  19^7. 

In  Hungary,  cattle  numbers  have  shown  a  slight  upward  trend  since  19^5 
and  are  now  believed  to  be  about  6o  percent  of  the  1931-^0  average.    It  is 
reported  that  little  progress  can  be  expected  in  rebuilding  cattle  numbers 
as  long  as  there  exists  unrest,  fear  among  farmers  of  unofficial  requisi- 
tioning, redistribution  of  herds  due  to  land  reform  and  limited  breeding 
stock.    More  normal  conditions  appear  to  be  necessary  before  the  prewar 
level  can  be  attained. 


Farther  reduction  in  cattle  numloers  occurred  in  Buoenia  during  19^+6, 
when  lack  cf  feeo  and  water  in  th3  eo..g-}:e:rn  t^ne--thi;rd  of  that  crimtry  re- 
sulted in  heavy  cattle  losses^    Slaughter  house g  vere  prohilited  i"roiJi  selling 
good  cuts  of  Fe.at  to  the  local  population  for  consumption.    In  view  of  the 
drough-G  and  heavy  reparations^  variou.^  Govomment  Treasures  ha/e  oeen  taken 
to  ?ii,uintain  breeding  herda  and  work  enimals  in  the  drought  arc^a;    The  re- 
covery of  cattlo  nuLihers  does  not  appear  very  encouragin^g . 

■^^  Jy^21]}-^ll^ f  cattle  numhers,  as  of  March  19^6,  vere  estimated  to  he 
about  22  percent  "belOT-7  1939.    Heifers  and  cows  over  2  yee.rs  olrl.  sho^/f-d  the 
smallest  reduction.    Numbers  during  the  year,  hcweTer,  were  believed  to  have 
risen  because  of  increased  breedings,  IHFlsA  shj.pments,  O-overnneno  rootrictions 
on  the  slaughter  of  feruale  animals,  and  other  regulations. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Austria  are  now  about  89  percent  of  the  1931-^.0  aver- 
age.   But,  in  view  cf  the  shortage  of  feed  and  greet  ne^d  for  bread  grains 
for  humen  consumption,  some  downward  adjuatnent  in  caxblt.^  numbers  appears 
necessary  in  the  United  States  zone. 

Despite  a  short  feed  and  forage  situation,  estimat'^d  at  less  then  one- 
third  of  the  1933-37  supply,  cattle  numbers  in  Bulgaria  during  19^i-6  increaoad 
3  percent  over  19 '+5,  hut  are  still  about  k-  percent  below  prewar.  • 
likewise,  shows  a  small  increase  in  cattle  numbers  for  19^1-6  over  a  year 
earlier. 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  cattle  numbers  on  January  1.19^7,  vere  ectinated  at 
kl,k  million  head,  about  1,3  million  belo-vr  the  11931-^0  average.  Recovery 
from  heavy  wartime  losses  app^ear  to  be  somewhat  retarded  by  limited  breeding 
stock  and  by  reduced  feed  and  past-^u'e,  resulting  from  last  summer's  di-^ought, 
particularly  in  the  southera  part  of  that  coujitry.    According  to  the  f^-ye.a^v. 
pj-an,  the  Soviet  Union  has  set  a  goal  for  cattle  numbers  in  19^0  at  39 
percent  above  the  19^5  level. 

Although  cattle  numbers  in  Africa  are  believed  to  have  declined  con- 
siderably in  19^+6,  they  are  still  about  10  percent  higher  than  the  1931-^0 
average.    In  19^5 ^  a  large  decrease  in  cattle  numbers  occurred  in  French' 
Morocco,  but  increases  were  reported  in  M^-dagascar  and  Southern  Rhcdojia, 
Cattle  numbers  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  19^6  are  belie-'ed  to  have 
been  maintained  at  19^1+  and  19^5  levels,  about  I8  percent  abov-  tioe  1931-^0 
average.    Cattle  prospects  last  fall  were  very  encouraging  because  of  plenty 
of  winter  forage  and  spring  rains,  indicating  possibility  of  eai'ly  grazing. 

Cattle  numbers  for  "Asia  in  19^6  are  indicated  as  being  considerably 
higher  than  in  19^5^  and  new  appx'oaching  the  19^^  level.    A  moderate  increase 
occurred  in  the  Near  2a st  (Asia  Minor)  area  during  the  year.    In  Jppan  and 
Formosa,  cattle  numbers  declined,  but  Netherlands  Indies  and  PhilTpp"lne 
Islands  showed  substantial  increases. 


Cattle  numbers  in  South  American  countries  are  believed  to  have  increased 
almost  one  million  head  in  19^6  over  the  previous  year  of  19^-5.  Brazilian 
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cattle  numbers  in  1945  are  belie.-ved  to  have  been  maintained  at  1944  and  1945 
levels,  or  very  near  the  1951 -4Q'- average.  '  Pasture  conditions 'were'  reported  as 
good  during  the  1946  dry  season -(TUly-NoveiLber )'  and  '  that  both  protein  feeds 
and  graiiis%;ere  being  fed  pr"orita;Dly '  by  -d'airt/men  in  many  regions.     It  is 
generally  estimated  that  cattle'^ numb ers' are  increasing,  but  difficulties  in 
transportation  are  such  that  no  perceptible  change  has  occurred  in  the 
market  situation.  ■  '  ■ 

Cattle  numbers  in  Argentina,  at-  of  July  1946,  were  estimated  to  be  some- 
what smaller  t^an  the. year  previous ,- but  laore  than  4  percent  higher' than  the 
1931-40  average.     Frigorifico  strikes  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and 
uncertainty  over  the  prices  that  v;ere  to  be  paid- frigorifi cos  have  prevented 
a  strong  revival  .in  cattle  breeding  and  fattening.     However,  ivith  more  favor- 
able past^ore  outlook  and  considerable  strengthening  of  prices  for  both  feed 
and  particularly  breeding  anim.als  during  the  past  months,   it  is  believed  that 
.expanded  c.attle  operations  are  a  definite  possibility  in  1947. 

Cattle  nuiaoers  in  Chile  ,  Colombia ,  Paraguay ,  Uruguay ,  and  Venezuela , 
are  being  mxaintained  very  near  the  1945  level,  vdth  only  Chile,  and  Uruguay  being 
below  1931-40  average. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Australia  on  March  31,  1946,  had  declined  almost  2  per- 
cent from  a  year  previous,  but  are  still  almost  7  percent  above  the  1931-40 
average.     Although  dairy  cattle  are  less  than  one-third  of  total  cattle  n'Jia- 
bers,  they  represent  three-fourths  of  the  decrease  v^hich  occurred  during  the 
year.    The  continuation  of  drought  conditions  through  much  of  the  cattle  country 
in  1946  seriously  affected  pasture  conditions  and  .jvfiter  supplies,  resulting 
in  cattle  losses.     At  the  end  of  January  1946,  'New  Zealand  cattle  n^oidbers  re- 
flected an  increase  of  i  .ore  than  1.6  percent  over  a  year  earlier.  Slaughter 
of  beef  type  cattle  vvas  considerably  reduced  in  1945-46  with  no  indications 
of  lower  numbers  on  farms,  leaving  in  all  probability  a  high  potential  number 
on  farms.     On  the  other  hsmd ,  dairy  cov/s  in  miilk  decreased  almost  1  percent. 
Total  cattle  n'ombers  are  still  more  than  3  percent  above  the  1951-40  average* 
The  growing  season  durin.g  the  latter  part  of  the  year  has  been  better  than  a 
year  ago,  and  given  normal  conditions  for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  pastures 
should  surpass  last  year. 
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